
 

This presentation is protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. Reproduction, distribution, display, and use of the presentation without 

written permission of the speaker is prohibited. 

 

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing professional education. As such, it does not include content that may be deemed or 

construed to constitute approval, sponsorship, or endorsement by the AIA of any method, product, service, enterprise, or organization. The 

statements expressed by speakers, panelists, and other participants reflect their own views and do not necessarily reflect the views or positions 

of the American Institute of Architects or of AIA components, or those of their respective officers, directors, members, employees, or other 

organizations, groups, or individuals associated with them. Questions related to specific products and services may be addressed at the 

conclusion of this presentation. 

 

 

 

ID:  TH203 

Title:  Empowering Minority-Led Design to Elevate Underserved Communities 

Date: Thursday, June 5 

Time:  1:00pm - 1:30pm 

LU: 0.5 HSW/RIBA/LU 

 

 

Program Summary 

This inspiring session will explore the transformative impact of the 100% Latino-led team behind Chicago's Pioneer 

Bank Development. Join us for a look at how their leadership is revitalizing local businesses and strengthening the 

community. JGMA president Juan Gabriel Moreno will discuss how adaptive reuse and sustainable design 

principles have preserved the historic building while also fostering economic growth, cultural pride, and 

environmental resilience. Learn how this innovative approach demonstrates the power of community-led 

development to shape a more inclusive and sustainable future for Chicago's disadvantaged neighborhoods. 

 

 

Learning Objectives 

1. Discover strategies for fostering inclusion and social equity in architectural design, focusing on empowering 

minority-led teams and elevating underserved communities. 

2. Examine how adaptive reuse and preservation can drive economic revitalization, strengthen community 

identity, and promote environmental sustainability. 

3. Explore the impact of minority leadership in architecture, including the benefits of equitable participation 

and representation in shaping the built environment. 

4. Learn how to integrate community engagement and socioeconomic analysis into design processes to create 

projects that respond to local needs and overcome systemic barriers. 

 

 

Speakers: 

• Juan Gabriel Moreno | President & Founder – JGMA 

 


