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Welcome to the 
Natural Products Expo 
West Pitch Slam! Nate Rosen

Founder

Express Checkout

Asa Mckee
Director | Founder

Off-Piste Collaborative



Thank you to our sponsors!



Thank you to our judges!

Jason Murrell
Perishable Buyer

Jimbo’s…Naturally!

Kathleen Cassanova
Founding Executive Director

Project Potluck

Tahaji Felder
Sr. Accelerator Program Manager

Target

Carley Nelson
Vice President, Investments

Manna Tree

Michael Jones
Vice President, Lending Business 

Development

RSF



Thank you to our selection committee!

Pete Brennan
Mattson

Lynda Doyle
Avant Nutrition

Monika Coyle
DFG Ventures

Benji Fitts
SPINS

Emily Morgan
The Angel Group

Eric Schnell
BeyondBrands

Kenn Isreal
Innovation Nutrition 

Consulting

Keith Kohler
K2 Financing

Angela Bozo
INFRA



Audience Polling!

Scan this QR code, or open your web 

browser and type in Vevox.app

Session ID: 152-827-466



Introducing Our Semifinalists!



Kristen Harvey
Managing Director

301 Inc.

A word from our Sponsors:

Doug Helbig
Chief Operating Officer

Green Spoon Sales
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A Better Treat
Boris Chung

























Arber
Vanessa Dawson







The Pesticide 

Problem

Over 1 billion

pounds of

pesticides used 

each year

Leading cause of 

unintentional 

death by self-

poisoning

Homeowners 

spray 10X more

pesticides than 

Big Ag



Hi, I’m Vanessa 

Founder & CEO 

of Arber!



Arber’s Organic 

Bio Insecticide

Emerging leader for non-toxic
pest control

80%
of Americans

Garden

67%
of adults are 

growing 

edible plants



$296B+
Home & 
Garden$47B+

Plant Care 
& Supplies

$13B+
Plant & Garden

Care Consumables

Plants & Gardens are 

Big Business



Category Void of Proprietary, Effective Organics

Synthetics Organics

Effective

Highly Toxic

Greenwashing

Not Effective

Arber Differentiation
Effective, Patented & Safe



Three Years Into Building a Billion-Dollar Brand

PRESS7,000+
BIG BOX DOORS

$30M+
LIFETIME REVENUE

I’ve been having problems with powdery mildew 

in my garden and seen amazing results after 

using these products!

- Mary D, Arber Customer

17%
REPEAT PURCHASE

5000+
CUSTOMER REVIEWS

RETAILERS



GROSS MARGIN

REDUCTION IN COGS

25%+

30%+

50%+

BETTER THAN COMPETITORS

Positioned 

for Scale



The A Team

Investors CPG / Retail Product / R&D

30+ Years of Investor

Experience 30+ Years of Retail &

CPG Experience 45+ Years of

Biological R&D



Scan to follow us on social!



Growee Foods
Aman Blana





Come, 
Veg Out!



sweet + spicy
swicy’‘



where’s 

the dip 

that 

truly 

excites?

?
2nd wave (early 2000s)

Better-for-you
3rd wave (2025 +)
Global Flavors

watery or bland • mostly tomato-based • lacking versatility

1st wave (late 1900s)
Convenience



65% OF CONSUMERS ARE 

‘Very Curious’

About Global 
Flavors 1 Trend

FOR 2025

International 
Snacking is

#

Global flavors: 
the new craving



Global
Veggie
Inspired



Party in
my mouth
Surprised by how 
much flavor there 
was … buying 3.

sandwich spread •  cracker + wine pairing •  salad dressing

Oh My 
Goodness!

Curry in 
a spread?
Mind. Blown.

-Fatimah-Jamie-Alex

more than 
just a dip



the big opportunity 

$5.2B 
US Dips, Salsa and Spreads

2024

4X 
PRIMAL KITCHEN
GROWTH since 

2023
led by Spicy Queso

-17% 
Frito-Lay shelf 

stable dips
since 2023

+29%
YOY

WHOLE FOODS MARKET
SHELF STABLE DIPS

SINCE
2023

driven by 
flavor-forward SKUs 

NIELSEN IQ



traction

in progress

& 
200+ 

independents

current targets

~30% repeat 
purchase

msrp

$7.99 

distributors

2025 & beyond  



Molly Mills
Fractional R&D & 
Product Dev

Bridgette Mayse
SoCal Brand 
Ambassador

Eddie Pearson
Sales & Marketing Advisor

Aman Blana
Founder/CEO

Advisor & Mentors

Aishwarya Bothra
Growth Lead



Booth #7819
Hot Products

(Startup CPG section)
Hall ACC Level 3

double dipping is allowed!



KLDSCP
Sherry Xu

























Neve Foods
Nora Fierman

























Recoup Beverage
Susan Hartman





GUT HEALTHY

HYDRATION



Partnering 
with 

 farmers



Real Ginger

Prebiotic Fiber 

Ultra-Hydrating
Tree Water with 
Electrolytes

With Proven 
Ingredients:

Your Daily Dose of 
Resilience



Subtly sweet from juice

N o  a d d e d  s u g a r ,  n o  s t e v i a



Re
si

lie
nc

e



$2.99 MSRP

40-50% REPEAT

JUNE 2024 LAUNCH

$350K 
Annualized Revenue



650+ Doors



360 
Marketing 

Support  

DEMOS DISPLAY PROMOS + DIGITAL 
REBATES

COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIAL CAMPUS 
AMBASSADORS



Better For You Soda is 
Booming 20% CAGR

$250MM
Natural Channel

SPINS

$13B 
MULO

but drinks don’t 
address hydration



making
headlines



Charles Coristine 

Advisors

Eric Schnell Lindsey Boyd Heather Lee Betsy Gillette

Team



4 Year Projections

GM

56%



Fueling Growth

Raising $750K (SAFE) 

$4.5MM Market Cap, 

20% Discount

Operations + Production 

Drive Sales
+ Grow Organization 

Marketing
+ Promotion45%

25%30
%



LET ’S CONNECT!

HOT 

PRODUCTS

BOOTH 

#N1529

Resilience for 
people 

+ the planet



Uncle Waithley’s
Karl Franz Williams







































Wild Orchard
Michael D. Ham





























Willa’s
Christina Dorr Drake





THE PLANT MILK PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ASKING FOR. THE 

REVOLUTION THE CATEGORY NEEDS.





Willa’s Story
BORN IN 1921. LAUNCHED IN 2021.



Healthier plant milk is on the rise

Plant-based milk sales of the few products with at 

least one of the following:

- ORGANIC INGREDIENTS
- SIMPLE INGREDIENTS

- LESS SUGAR

+171
%
YOY

Sources: IRI: Bloomberg Intelligence 2023 Report, Business Research Insights Nutritional Drink Market 2023, Statista: 2024 Milk Substitutes Report Kantar / Mintel 2024 Reports: Nutrition Drinks, Milk Alternatives, SPINS MULO & Natural February 
2025

Willa’s monthly revenue comparing

January 2024 to January 2025

+700%
YOY



They come 
for the label. 
They stay 
for the taste.

TOP REASONS FANS CHOOSE 

WILLA’S:

1.Delicious Taste

2.Simple, Organic Ingredients

3.Less Sugar

4.More Protein & Fiber

Source: June 2023 Survey of Willa’s Email Subscribers



Top selling 
kids’ milks 
weren’t 
tasty or 
healthy… 
until now.



Proven ability to scale



Subscribe & Save 

2 Order + Retention

79%

Subscribe & Save  

Sales $ % of Total

44%

0

250

500

750

1000

1250

NEARLY DOUBLED SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

CUSTOMERS LAST YEAR!

509

991

Reliable Amazon 
‘subscribe & save’ 
fanbase



Willa’s net positive impact

ZERO FOOD WASTE
(WE USE THE WHOLE OAT!)

ORGANIC OATS FIGHT CLIMATE 
CHANGE

VETTED + ETHICAL 
SOURCING



Willa’s
collabs
EREWHON

RAAKA CHOCOLATE

PACHA SOAP

SEED & MILL

FRENCH SQUIRREL

SAMAH DADA





World class advisory team

* and are also investors in Willa’s

ANDREW ABRAHAM*
Founder of Orgain and Humble Growth

GARY HIRSHBERG*
Founder of Stonyfield Farm Organic Yogurt

CHRISTOPHER GAVIGAN*
Founder of Prima, co-Founder of The Honest 

Company, and author of Healthy Child Healthy 

World

CHRISTOPHER BARROW*
CEO; Chief Strategy Officer; Managing Partner 

with 30 years global CPG experience - SABMiller, 

HEINEKEN, Pabst, First Key Capital Advisors

PAUL MUKHERJEE*
Founding partner of Mindshare, Naked, and 

Media at Wieden Kennedy

ED TSUE*
Chief Strategy Officer, One Samsung Team at 

Publicis Groupe. Prior: Coca-Cola Global

VANESSA TING
Advisor to food ventures. Prior: CEO & Board 

Director for Salty Girl Seafood, CMO of Abbot’s, 

and Senior Buyer at Target

MICHELLE BISCIGLIA
Former Beverage Director / GM of Blue Hill 

NYC. Developed NY Times Food Festival and 

consults for Art Basel, and MAD.

CHEF DAN BARBER
Michelin Starred and James Beard Winning Chef, 

co-owner of Blue Hill at Stone Barns, author of The 

Third Plate, and appointed by Obama to serve on 

the President’s Council on Physical Fitness, Sports 

and Nutrition

TERESA CHRISTENSON*
Senior Director of Sales, Strategic Accounts, 

Numerator, Senior Director of Sales, Sanofi. Prior: 

Merchandise Director at Target

JEFF PLUSH
Founder of Helium Sports Group and advisor to 

sport ownership and brands

JAKE MILLER*
Founder of Fellow Coffee



HALL E #5658

COME TRY



Xinca Foods
Cynthia Duran







MI FAMILIA

MY MOM & COUSIN MAKING PUPUSAS PUPUSAS



THREE DELICIOUS VARIETIES 

MY MOTHER’S RECIPE CHILDHOOD FAVORITES

SRP: 12.99



MANUFACTURING

OUR MANUFACTURING FACILITY WE LOVE LOCAL FARMERS!

ARLINGTON, WA
80% Renewable Energy



GROWING DEMAND

Source: Grand View Research



Operations
10%

Marketing
20%

Sales & 
Distribution  

15%Promotions
15%

R&D
10%

Capital 
Investments

30%

WE ARE 
WHAT’S NOW 

& WHAT’S NEXT

 WE ARE PROFITABLE 
AND REINVESTING BACK INTO THE 

BUSINESS



HOW WE STARTED WHERE WE ARE NEXT PHASE OF GROWTH

Launched D2C Retail Launch & Where To Find Us Looking Ahead

WE ARE GROWING



aa

Judges break for deliberation

Sponsored by



Time for Audience Polling!

Scan this QR code, or open your web 

browser and type in Vevox.app

Session ID: 152-827-466



Welcome our 2024 Pitch Slam Winners

Danny Auld
Co-Founder

Kekoa Foods

David Fullner
Co-Founder

Kekoa Foods

Tim Richards
Founder

Philosopher Foods

Asa McKee
Director & Founder

Off-Piste Collaborative

Stephanie Painter
Co-Founder

Painterland Sisters



Time for Audience Polling!

Scan this QR code, or open your web 

browser and type in Vevox.app

Session ID: 152-827-466



Audience Choice Winner



Runner-Up



And the Winner of Natural 
Products Expo West Pitch 
Slam is...



Thank you!

Sponsored by




